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8th Grade Students of the Term: 1st Term

Adam Burton
Justine Feliciano

Max Grady
Alex Lay

Josephine Sebunyenzi
Sadie Steiger



8th Grade Students of the Term: 2nd 
Term

Jasmine Chen
Sam Green
Jo Moreno

Angelina O’Brien
Samantha Ramay
Hannah Sanford

Jasmine Chen
Sam Green

Jose Moreno
Angelina O’Brien
Samantha Ramay
Hannah Sanford



7th Grade Students of the Term: 1st Term

Rade Vasiljevic 
Brooke Punnewaert

Dino Mahmutovic
Ruth Hollander

Rolen Lively 
Aidyn Durham 



7th Grade Students of the Term: 2nd 
Term

Alex Norrenberns
Sydney Thill
Lauren Rapp

John Raquepaw
Wesley Potter

Abby Pesselato



6th Grade Students of the Term: 1st Term

Front Row - Katelyn Burch, Sophia 
Mask, Matthew Shannon, Logan White, 

Middle Row -Elvira Ademovic, Tyler 
Weis, Jonathan O’Shea, Benjamin 
Caraway,

Back Row - Jonas Butler, Annulnoor, 
Irfan, Emily Worthmore, Britney 
Nguyen, Ryan Holdegraver, Will 
Raftery

Adna Pekmez, and Yvonna Bond



6th Grade Students of the Term: 2nd 
Term

Back Row: Cameron Ulmer, 
Michael Jones Reed Freemeyer, 
Rudah Mir, Emilie Whittington, 
Julie Leshchenko, Mac Lay, Tyler 
Talbott

Front Row: Caiden Harris, Eli 
Grant, Nela Suljic, Elizabeth 
Thuro, Lisa Hang, Olivia 
ColeJenna O’Shea



Excellence in Encore

6th Grade 
Clarinetist, 

Jenna O’Shea

7th Grade 
French Hornist 
Ruth Hollander

8th Grade 
Saxophonist

 Lucas Stratos



Excellence in Encore

6th Grade 
Culture Wheel

Ryan Holdegraver
7th Grade 

Foreign Language
Abby Wachsnicht

8th Grade 
French I

Serif Zukanovic



Excellence in Encore

Physical Education
7th Grader Wesley 

Potter is an 
outstanding student 

who loves PE and 
sports.  Wes shows 

outstanding 
sportsmanship and 
effort and leads by 

example.  Wesley is 
very friendly, 

respectful, and 
outgoing.

Physical 
Education

Josie Fisher is a 7th 
grader who shows 

great leadership and 
teamwork.  She tries 

her best always and is 
friendly and kind to 

her classmates.  Josie 
shows sportsmanship 
and works hard at all 

activities.



Reading Counts - 100 Points 
The following students have earned 100 or more Reading Counts 

points as of 11/9/2016.  Congratulations on your hard work!

6th Grade
Lauren Cagle

Zackary Gaines
Madelynn Green
Gavin Hawkins
Macgregor Lay
Micah Lindsey
Alen Mujakic

Britney Nguyen
Hannah Nguyen

Matthew Shannon
Michael Stephan

Cameron Ulmer*
Emily Worthmore

7th Grade
Rylie Barker

Eleanor Becker
Watchen Dennis*
Caroline Harms
Paige Heitman

Leah Henderson
Linda Johnson

Mairead Kimberlin
Kyra Liles

Leah Morganfield
Alex Norrenberns

Lauren Rapp
John Raquepaw

Victoria Reehten
Jacob Volansky

8th Grade
Alexis Davis

Kayla Fritsche
Zanib Irfan*

Evelyn Kohler
Alexandria Lay

Bhavika Mathrani
Megan Nguyen

Alyssa Norrenberns
Gavin Peters

Mackenzie Pople
Samantha Ramay
Hannah Sanford

Gabe Talbott
Ben Torrence
Helena Weber

* indicates top point earner for grade level



2016 - 2017 St. Louis All Suburban Honor 
Band

On October 24th, over 600 student musicians from all around St. Louis auditioned 
at Clayton High School for a spot in the select St. Louis All Suburban Honor Band.  
WMS was well represented by 20 of our Band students.  The following six students 
were selected:

Angelina O’Brien, Oboe   Alex Norrenberns, Oboe Adam Burton, Bassoon

Lucas Stratos, Tenor Saxophone Sean Gallagher, Trumpet

Ruth Hollander, French Horn

They will begin rehearsals at Clayton High School on November 14th and will be 
featured in a January 8th performance at Kirkwood High School. 

Congratulations to all of our Band students who auditioned!



Band Field trip to Southern Illinois University - 
Carbondale

On November 4th, our 7th/8th grade Band Students spent the day on the campus of 
Southern Illinois University - Carbondale.  Our students worked and rehearsed 
with Dr. Morehouse, the SIUC Director of Bands, as well as applied faculty and 
undergraduate/graduate Music Majors.  Students also took a campus tour and 

observed the SIUC Wind Ensemble, as well as the Marching Salukis, in rehearsal.  
It was an amazing day!   



Teacher Spotlight Fall Edition
                 Mr. Moredock and His Special Legacy

Few people can claim they have taught 20 plus years at their old Middle School. Even 
fewer have the distinction of having both of their children attend both the Middle and High 
School they attended. Here at Washington Middle School, we have a teacher that meets this 
criteria in Mr. Dan Moredock. Mr. Moredock is a 24 year social studies veteran who watched both 
his children, Ries 17, and Rachel 14, pass through the halls of Washington Middle School and 
now attend Mehlville high School. I asked Dan about having this distinction, and he told me he 
had never really thought about it. Dan said that the whole situation is much different, mostly 
because the times have changed. “It’s not a big deal because my kids won’t see the teachers that I 
had at Mehlville.” “It’s also different because of the Block Scheduling, TAP, the Auditorium, 
things that we never imagined as students, that my kids have the opportunity to experience.” I 
asked Dan what it was like to have them in the same building he taught in, and he responded, 
“Since I didn’t have them in class, it wasn’t that big of a deal. I knew that they were around, 
especially if they needed money, but nothing out of the ordinary.” I asked Dan if he thought it 
was a good experience to have them in the district, and Dan responded, “Mehlville is great a 
great district. I’m proud to have gone here, taught here, and have my kids grow up in the district. 
“Mehlville gives you some tremendous opportunities to prepare for your future, and if you work 
hard, you will be rewarded.” I asked Dan if he had anything else to say about his new-found 
distinction, and he left with this parting note. “It’s hard to believe that I’ve been here this long, 
and that my kids are already in high school. The one thing I’ve learned  is that I’ve gotten older 
than I thought.” Maybe older, but I know that we are extremely fortunate to have someone like 
Dan working in our building.



Student Spotlight Fall Edition:
8th Grade

Zanib 
Irfan

Zanib transferred to WMS to begin her 8th grade year.  
She was born in Sacramento, and her parents were born in 
Pakistan. Zanib is able to understand and speak Urdu, the 
language spoken by her parents at home. She shared her 
experience of celebrating the Muslim holiday of Eid. This 
was the first year that she participated in the 30 day fast 
that accompanies Eid. She was able to eat around 3 AM 
and 8:30 PM each day. All other times of the day, she was 
unable to eat or drink. She was very proud of her 
accomplishment. After the 30 days of fasting, her family 
celebrated with food and presents. Some of her favorite 
foods are naan, fried rice and chicken. She also shared 
that she won a medal of honor at her last school in 
Sacramento because she had one of the highest scores on 
their state testing in math. 

Tarek 
Said
Tarek transferred to WMS for his 8th grade year. He was born 
in Puerto Rico, but moved to the country of Jordan when he 
was 1 year old. His family moved to Jordan because his dad is 
Arabic and wanted Tarek to learn to speak Arabic. He lived in 
Jordan for 11 years where he attended public school. He said 
school in Jordan is very different from America. In Jordan, 
students stay in the same classroom all day with the same 
students, and teachers come to their classrooms to teach 
different subjects.They even eat lunch in their assigned 
room.They only go outside occasionally for gym class. He 
said the material was much harder. Tarek said American 
schools are perfect, and he really likes WMS. His favorite 
subject is science, and he likes to play soccer. He also 
mentioned that in Jordan, people do not play baseball, 
kickball or football; but soccer, basketball and volleyball are 
popular.  



Student Spotlight Fall Edition:
7th Grade

               Brendan Johnson 

Brendan Johnson had the privilege of travelling all the 
way to Ireland this year to compete in the Irish music 
and dance competition.  In order to be successful in this 
competition Brendan practiced an hour each day.  All 
of his hard work paid off because he ultimately placed 
2nd in the world for the under 12 Irish harmonica!!!

                             Rylie Barker

Rylie Barker is student that everyone should have a chance 
to get to know!  This young lady has attended nine schools 
and moved 14 times. That sure is quite a bit of change for a 
7th grader.  Change is something many people have a 
tendency to avoid, but in speaking with Rylie, you will see 
these experiences of change are something she embraces.  
Her travels have taken her throughout the U.S. as well as 
other countries.  In her own words Rylie says, “ The 
amazement I find at every new location just makes my love 
for traveling even more addictive.”



Student Spotlight Fall Edition:
6th Grade

           

    Britney Nguyen

Britney has been in the Mehlville 
schools since Kindergarten, 
having attended Trautwein, and 
now, WMS.  The one activity she 
loves is playing volleyball.  She 
currently plays CYC volleyball, 
and she plans to try out for High 
Performance select volleyball 
team soon.  Of course, she’d like to 
play for the WMS 6th grade team, 
too.  Britney’s favorite vacation 
spot was the Bahamas.  There she 
enjoyed the beach, did some 
snorkeling, but the best was 
kissing and hugging the dolphins!!  
A short term goal Britney has set 
for herself is to earn at least 300 
Reading Counts points...reading is 
one of her favorite things to do!  
Finally, one day, Britney would 
love to go to medical school to 
become a doctor or a surgeon.  

Wow, Britney!  Thanks for sharing 
“you” with us!  

              Eli Grant
I had the privilege to interview a very 
interesting young man from our sixth 
grade class named Eli Grant. Eli has 
lived in St. Louis his entire life with his 
family. He spent all five years of 
elementary school at Hagemann before 
joining us here at Washington Middle 
School. Eli has many activities that he is 
involved with. At school, he is running 
Cross Country, and plans to join the 
school soccer team. Outside of school, 
Eli plays baseball, basketball and soccer 
on a select team. His goal is to play 
football for the Mehlville Junior 
Panthers. Eli has traveled extensively 
for his young age. He said his favorite 
place to visit is Mexico. He said he loved 
seeing the amazing corals, and also the 
Temples of the Mayans. Eli his short 
term dream is to make friends while 
here at Washington, and for his long 
term dream, Eli wants to start a 
business and raise a family in South 
Carolina. As you can see, Eli is a 
fantastic person, and we here at 
Washington are glad to have him.



Upcoming Information- Fall Edition 
● November 23rd-27th - Thanksgiving Break No School
● Wednesday, November 30th - Early Dismissal at 12:10 PM
● Wednesday, December 14 - Early Dismissal at 12:10 PM
● Wednesday, December 21 - Final Exams Dismissal at 12:10 

PM
● Thursday, December 22 - Final Exams Dismissal at 12:10 

PM
● Thursday, January 5 - Second Semester starts 
● Monday, January 16th - No School Martin Luther King Day
● Wednesday, January 25th - Early Dismissal at 12:10 PM

*Homework Hotspot Tutoring meets Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 
3:00-4:00 in room 308.  You must have a permission slip on file to attend.  
*Link to WMS Homework Hotline:  
http://washingtonmiddle.mehlvilleschooldistrict.com/homework_hotline

http://washingtonmiddle.mehlvilleschooldistrict.com/homework_hotline
http://washingtonmiddle.mehlvilleschooldistrict.com/homework_hotline

